OCTOBER 1710             journal to Stella
we renewed our acquaintance, and he grew mightily fond
of me. They began to talk of a paper of verses called Sid
Hamet. Mr. Harley repeated part, and then pulled them
out, and gave them to a gentleman at the table to read,
though they had all read them often: lord Peterborow
would let nobody read them but himself: so he did; and
Mr. Harley bobbed42 me at every line to take notice of the
beauties. Prior rallied lord Peterborow for author of them;
and lord Peterborow said, he knew them to be his; and
Prior then turned it upon me, and I on him. I am not
guessed at all in town to be the author; yet so it is: but
that is a secret only to you. Ten to one whether you see
them in Ireland; yet here they run prodigiously. Harley
presented me to lord president of Scotland,*3 and Mr.
Benson,44 lord of the treasury. Prior and I came away
at nine, and sat at the Smyrna45 till eleven, receiving ac-
quaintance.
who in 1697 succeeded his uncle as third Earl of Peterborough. In 1705 he
had been dispatched to Spain as joint commander with Sir Cloudisley
Shovell; but in 1707 he was recalled to render an account of his conduct and
of money expended. The return to power of the Tories relieved him of his
anxieties. He numbered among his friends Pope, Arbuthnot, Gay; and
Swift addressed to him some of his most spirited verses (Poems, pp. 396-8),
Swift's acquaintance with Peterborough probably dated back to 1701
when the publication of his Contests and Dissensions won him the favour
of the Whig leaders.
42  Tapped, nudged.
43   Sir Hew Dalrymple, 1652-1737, third son of the first Viscount
Stair.  He was Lord President of the Court of Session, 1698-1737.   In
1698 he was created a baronet of Nova Scotia.  In 1702-3 he was a
Commissioner of the Articles of Union between England and Scotland.
44   Robert Benson, 1676-1731, son of a Yorkshire attorney (Wentworth
Papers, p. 133), successively M.P. for Thetford and York, had been
appointed Commissioner of the Treasury on the loth of August. In June
1711 he became Chancellor of the Exchequer, and was raised to the
peerage as Baron Bingley, 1713. He was Ambassador to Madrid, 1713-
14. He also held a brief term of office under George II as Treasurer of
the Household, 1730-1.
45   The Smyrna coffee-house, a centre of political gossip, stood on the
north side of Pall Mall opposite Marlborough House.  In The Tatler,
60